liable to still further weaken the limb; however, MacLennan, of Glasgow, reports a successful result.
The patient was a young woman, aged '25, who exhibited nodules closely reseimibling the rheumnatic nodules of children, over the inetacarpo-phalangeal joints of both hands, and upon both elbows. There was a single nodule over each patella, and a larger one on the right shoulder. She had suffered from a rheumiiatic affection for rather imlore than two years, and for fifteen m-lonths had been unable to follow her occupation as a milliner. There was some general swelling of the hands, and the fingers could not be fully flexed; there was also much general stiffness. The nodules were said to have been present for fifteen months without noticeable change. Her heart was not affected, the cardiac dul-Garrod: Multiple Rheumatic Nodules in. an Adult DISC1.USSION.
Dr. SAMUEL WEST had seen several such cases in adults, and the worst of the kind he had ever observed was in a woman of about 40 years of age, who had rheumatic fever, although at the time she had these nodules she had no distinct organic heart disease. She was seen later in another attack, and then had distinct mitral trouble. There were very many nodules all over her body. The peculiarity of the present case seemed to be the long durationi of the nodules.
Sir DYCE DUCKWORTH felt no hesitation in accepting Dr. Garrod's diagnosis of the case. The nodules seemed to be quite truly bred, and he recognised them as rheumatic. Such lesions had too often been considered to be eplhemeral; he thought that was an inappropriate term in most of the cases. He was familiar with the condition in adults, and in some cases the nodules certainly lasted a long time. He thought that there was certainly a greater proclivity to cardiac rheumatism in childhood; whereas in adults the tendency for the heart to be implicated was much less. He had very little doubt that, under treatment, the nodules would disappear and that considerable improvement mighlt be looked for.
Dr. BERTRAM ABRAHAMS said that he thought such nodules were not always rheumatic. Both in children and adults he had seen cases in which, in the course of five years, no signs of rheumatism appeared. He thought that these cases in adults, of which be had seen three or four examples, differed, apart from the question of duration, in their extreme symmetry; the nodules were not in little clusters on the fingers as in younger cases. He had seen instances in which the nodules were quite discrete and separate. He would like to hear from Dr. Garrod whether he had seen any cases in which there was a reasonable possibility of excluding rheumatism.
Dr. F. J. POYNTON said that, without entering into the pathology, he could not see any reason why those nodules should not last for a considerable time and beconme gradually more fibrous. His experience was in accordance with the more extensive experiences of Dr. West and Sir Dyce Duckworth, that one did meet with such nodules in adults lasting much longer than in children.
Dr. GARROD, in reply, said he did not bring the case forward as in any way unique. He had seen other cases of nodules in adults of very similar character. He brought forward the case as a good example of the condition, and as one in wlhich the connection with rheumatism seemed unusually clear.
The PRESIDENT said he looked upon the case as one of typical subcutaneous rheumatic nodules, and thus agreed with the view expressed. It was the condition typically seen in children. The point made by Dr. Garrod with respect to the difference between the manifestations in children and adults was very sound. He had seen a number of cases in adults, and it was true that the association with rheumatic heart disease was not nearly so frequent in them as in ehildren. It was also true that in children the nodules were generally much more ephemeral. He could recall cases in adults which had lasted about as long as the present one. He did not tlhink anybody who had watched the progress of subcutaneous rheumatic nodules could have any doubt that the present ones belonged to that class.
